
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 12 December 2006] 

 p9355b-9355b 
Mr Fran Logan 

 [1] 

CHIEF SCIENTIST LYN BEAZLEY 
Statement by Minister for Science and Innovation 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Science and Innovation) [2.13 pm]:  I am pleased to announce 
the appointment of leading neuroscientist Professor Lyn Beazley as Western Australia’s new Chief Scientist.  I 
would like to welcome Professor Beazley, her husband, Dr Richard Tarala, and her daughter, Kate, to the 
Speaker’s gallery this afternoon.   

[Applause.] 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Professor Beazley has already made a significant contribution to science in WA.  Her list of 
academic achievements and appointments are vast and impressive.  They include: Professor of Zoology at the 
University of Western Australia; Leader of the UWA’s Neurotrauma Research Program; Fellow of the 
Australian Institute of Biologists; former member of the Australian Science; Technology and Engineering 
Council; Chair of the Gene and Related Therapies Research Advisory Panel; Member of the College of Experts 
with the Australian Research Council; adviser to the National Science Research Council in Sweden; member of 
the education committee of the International Brain Research Organization; and Trustee of the Western 
Australian Museum. 

Professor Beazley is certainly well placed to advise the state government on a range of science-related issues.  In 
her role as Chief Scientist, she will also chair the new science and innovation advisory body.  We believe 
Professor Beazley’s groundbreaking achievements in brain development research and her high-level linkages to 
science-related companies will help close the gap between research and commercialisation.  The Carpenter 
government will announce the membership of the new advisory body early in the new year.  It will replace the 
existing Science Council and the Technology and Industry Advisory Council and will provide advice and 
guidance for the government on science and innovation policy.  Importantly, an integral part of this new body 
will be the $72 million science and innovation fund set up to provide assistance to exciting and worthwhile 
science and innovation projects.  I am sure that as chair of this new body, Professor Beazley will provide the 
leadership and supervision to deliver the Carpenter government’s science and innovation vision.  Professor 
Beazley’s appointment marks the start of a new and exciting era for science and innovation in Western Australia.  
I am confident it will be an era in which science is embraced by all sections of the community and emerges as an 
economic and creative driver to improved prosperity. 
 


